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Unfinished Business s 80
None City of Fountain Inn
. Regular Council Meeting Minutes
New Business Thursday, March 11, 2021 ~ 6:00 PM

R 2021-3 A Resolution that directs the Planning Commission and the City Administrator
review the existing Zoning Ordinane¥eTheUTdREBEVEIopment Regulations, and the
2017 Master Plaattps://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6JiylrM1NUcM8Ea8BLXCTA

Statement from Mayor McLeer:

At JiiS QYN E NREPRS L B & RURBM B 'BidBeIBAGR Y RAY GF6RkAC IPRULCELG Phe
nuiferesie HisMRSOR RekS e LS eMBeRtAIRRNY Cunningham, Anjeanette (AJ)

Dearybury, John Mahony and Jay Thomason.
The growth we are experiencing is a compliment to the type of community we have, and a

reflegtiensobreselnc deson®ay srspnatindeytlibaresepsritsaryGetdisREpages Mejia-
Thengsrge '\D)ﬁfﬁné)%w%(ﬁtﬁ@%fig Pé?ﬁiﬁggr Bngﬁg&dm‘a\&{ﬂa cE)Sersonal decisions about their

pro%er.t - a right explicitly and exclusively theirs. The issue is the framework that allows for
develd %%n‘% - our zoning laws. If the laws are not helping create the type of development a

community w%nts, then the laws are the issue, not necessarily just the development.
Call to'Order — Mayor McLeer

Local government's role and authority in managing growth is rooted in our zoning laws. Zoning
is thevyoatnhlegRbkstol Jedhaviaaing iralmpasaHilsiPrekbytesgraPente ights with the needs
and character of our community. Additionally, our future land use map, developed with public
inp add @ddptdddinfisrincil, is another guiding document when growth occurs - allowing us
to look in and around our community and set targets for the kinds/types of uses we want to see
or tRinklis Most Appraprate. Adredhip, eosiedivhen a private property owner decides they
want to build something, we can be sure it is something the community wants to see.
The3R155R Agende TSreatLpS Ao discussianctoanaent Adanda items ol g2
ouncil'member SO [eqUests it w Ich even g {tem.in qéjdast{on Wi :
s.somp Flan. By law, our city must update and adopt a new Comprehensive
onsidered separa ?J
Plan'every ten'years, an
In 28(d@rove Babpiedyolit,20ENCOoNg Meetimp i praiesss involved numerous public meetings
(I af@ndeeddeticdf 2h&h3 landuneiPéerkaesriopted by Council - and in 2022 we are

scheduled to review it. _
Motion by Councilmember Clemmer, second by Councilmember Blackstone to approve

TonightHiriegh aafteiodise paéee aleelr Relrertibhaverrekedstatidasiyaiyahis resolution which
expedites the review process and intends to expand it beyond just a simple review. This
resgitfiondliiaeiststat ranwdsoptan $hgwanviniBgidn to begin their review of our Comp Plan,
ahgadtatisetipdule, and to recommend any necessary changes to City Council.

Yeview that plan five years in between.


https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/iPWAC68jqNiPLNDH6_iEw?domain=youtube.com
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Resolutions can sometimes be very wonky and full of "legal lingo". However, |
encourage everyone to read this full resolution. It is full of some very useful information and
does a great job framing Council's intention.

| have spoken with the Chair and Vice Chair of our PC, as well as staff. Everyone is on board
with this and has expressed an eagerness to start this work. This process will include public
input and will be thorough. But it will not happen overnight. Our zoning laws have plenty of
tweaking, fixing, and reconsideration that is needed. To do this right, it will take a couple of
months, so | ask the public to stay patient, but most importantly, to stay involved along the
way.

But you have to start somewhere, and this Resolution is the first step.

Motion by Councilmember Clemmer, second by Councilmember Blackstone to approve
R 2021-3

The motion carried unanimously 7/0

R 2021-4 A Resolution to approve and adopt a ten-year Capital Improvement Program
for the Fountain Inn Fire Service Area, Greenville County, South Carolina

City Administrator, Shawn Bell stated that the City of Fountain Inn has a contract with
Greenville County to provide fire suppression and other fire protection related services to
county residents residing outside the City Limits (Fire Service Area).

In order to provide the required services to meet the requirements of the contract and to meet
the fire protection needs to the residents of the Fire Service Area certain capital improvements
must be undertaken. Proper planning and management for the provision of the fire services in
the Fire Service Area requires a long range, ten-year plan to keep up with and adequately
respond to the growth and demand for service in the area. Not only is the Capital
Improvement Program necessary to adequately service the needs of the residents of the Fire
Service Area, but if implemented, will greatly enhance the level of those services.

The City provides full time, professionally trained staff of firefighters certified as EMT’s who
continue to undergo rigorous additional training to be ready and skilled in fighting fires, saving
lives, and protecting property. Implementation of the Capital Improvement Program will result
in reduced response times for calls of service, reduce ISO rating resulting in potential savings
in homeowner’s and commercial property insurance premiums, enhance fire protection
services being provided throughout the Fire Service Area and the real potential of saving lives
an increasing safety for firefighters.

The City has not asked for a millage increase in some time. The current FSA operating millage
is 29.4 and the current debt millage is 4.4. The City is requesting 3.29 operating millage
increase and 5.59 debt millage increase totaling 8.79 increase.
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Motion by Councilmember Jay Thomason, second by Councilmember Cunningham to approve
R 2021-4 as presented.

The motion carried unanimously 7/0
Z 2021-1 First Reading — Railroad Street, 301 North Main Street

Z 2021-001 would rezone 0.64 acres TMS# 0344000201500 P/O from R-15, Residential District
to C-1, Central Business District.

The Planning Commission voted unanimously (4-0) in favor of the rezoning at the March 1, 2021
meeting.

The property owner, Lauren Davis, spoke on the proposed rezoning. She stated the proposed use for
the portion of property was to construct a triplex unit for her immediate family members
(multigenerational housing).

The original request from the applicant to the Planning Commission was to rezone to R-M Residential,
Multifamily. The Planning department staff report reflects this request and recommended approval.
The Fountain Inn Planning Commission suggested the applicant change the zoning request to

C-1 and the applicant consented to the change.

Motion by Councilmember Blackstone, second by Councilmember Dearybury to approve
Z-2021-1 on first reading.

The motion carried unanimously 7/0
Approve 2021 Employee Handbook

Human Resources Director, Rebecca Mejia-Ward presented the 2021 Employee Handbook to
Council.

Motion by Councilmember Clemmer, second by Councilmember Thomason to approve the
2021 Employee Handbook as presented.

The motion carried unanimously 7/0.

Approve Clinton-Newberry Gas (CCNGA) Interconnect Agreement
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Gas Manager, Eduardo Noriega, reviewed the Gas Interconnect Agreement with Council.

Phase |

FING solicited bids for the design, construction, and installation of a new natural

gas interconnecting station between FING and CNNGA. The purpose of the station

is to provide a back feed to the entire FING system in the event of an emergency shutdown
by our current gas supplier or another type of emergency that would compromise the
delivery of gas to almost 10,000 customers.

The low bid of $93,100 was submitted by IGM. In addition, there will be an additional $15,000 to
$20,000 for misc. incidentals not part of the bid, but necessary to complete the work:

* Security Fencing

« Station protection (steel piles around it)

» Establishing electrical service by Laurens Electric

* Inlet and outlet valve installations

« Computer hardware/software

The cost for the station came well below the $200,000 budgeted.

Phase Il
Installation 5,200 ft. of 6” high-pressure steel at an estimated cost of $650,000. Phase Il if approved is
scheduled for completion in November 2021.

Motion Councilmember Thomason, second by Councilmember Mahony to approve the Clinton-
Newberry Gas (CCNGA) Interconnect Agreement as presented.

The motion carried unanimously 7/0
Ordinance 2021-003 - Gas Rates 15t reading

Mr. Noriega reviewed with Council the proposed gas rates, tariffs, and charges for Industrial customers
of the Fountain Inn Natural Gas Department.

o Clarifies FING’s existing Firm Service Tariff for large industrial accounts and introduces a
late payment charge of 1% of the amount due.
e Introduces three (3) new tariff options:
a. Interruptible Service Rate
b. Firm Transportation
c. Interruptible Transportation

To provide clarity and consistency to our large industrial gas customers, we have clarified and better-
defined FING’s Firm Service Tariff, and we have added the industry standard 1% late payment charge
fee. In addition, as we continue to grow and expect new industrial customers to require our services,
we have created three (3) additional gas tariffs:

* Interruptible Service
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* Firm Transportation
* Interruptible Transportation

Each of these tariffs is clearly defined and explain in the attachment to the ordinance. These new
tariffs are commonly used in the gas industry and provide new and existing gas customers the ability
to choose which tariff they would like to use (if they meet the requirements of the tariff), as well as
help FING manage its gas purchases and deliveries during peak and non-peak periods.

Motion Councilmember Mahony, second by Councilmember Blackstone to approve Ordinance
2021-003 Gas Rates, First Reading

The motion carried unanimously 7/0.
Approve New Public Works Director

Shawn Bell stated our current Public Works Director, Roger Case, has been with the city for 32
years and he recently informed the city that he will be retiring by the end of June. The job was
posted, and the candidates were interviewed by a panel. The panel recommends Russell
Slatton as the new Public Works Director. He comes to us from the City of Hartsville.

Motion Councilmember Cunningham, second by Councilmember Clemmer to approve Russ
Slatton as the new Public Works Director.

The motion carried unanimously 7/0
Executive Session

For the discussion of a contractual agreement with the School District of Greenville
County.

On coming out of executive session, Council may take action on those items discussed
in Executive Session.

Motion by Councilmember Cunningham, second by Councilmember Blackstone for Council to
meet in Executive Session. The motion carried unanimously 7/0.

Back in Regular Session

Mayor McLeer stated that Council only received information during executive session. No
votes were taken.

Motion by Councilmember Mahony, second by Councilmember Clemmer to adjourn the
meeting. The motion carried unanimously 7/0,
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